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     On Sunday the 8th April, Easter Sunday, 2012, the little township of Rathdowney will be transformed for the Rathdowney Heritage Festival. Rathdowney is 96 km south west of Brisbane and 32 km south of Beaudesert. Rathdowney is linked to Tenterfield and Stanthorpe by the scenic highway drive through the mountains of the border ranges; to Kyogle and Lismore by the Summerland way; and is within comfortable driving distance of the hinterland national parks and the Gold Coast. In 2012 the Rathdowney and Districts Heritage Association will run its second bush poetry competition. The competition will include a children’s event (primary age) with its own entry form, and the following open events:
1. A Novice Event A novice is a competitor who has not won a novice or open event. (Certificates and cash prizes to third place)
2. An Open Original Event. Bush Poetry written by performer. (Certificates and Cash to third place)
3. A Traditional Event. Poem written by someone else (Certificates and Cash to third place)

4. A Written Event. Original Poems written with a heritage theme. (Entry to be received by March 23rd,  entry fee $10. (Certificate and cash prize for winner and four Highly Recommended certificates.)
A Heritage Certificate and prize will be awarded for the best traditional performance poem throughout the competition.

For more information about the festival go to www.rathdowney.org.au. Any questions email Gerry or Jim at geraldineking@virginbroadband.com.au  or  jimtonkin@virginbroadband.com.au or ring Gerry on 07 55478342.       
  Rathdowney Heritage Festival Bush Poetry Competition 2012
Rules

1. Judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

2.  Entries will be numbered and late entries may be accepted depending on numbers.

3. Children’s section is only open to primary school children.

4. All open events are open to adults and high school students.

5. This competition is not open to fulltime professional poets.
6.  Poems do not necessarily have to have a heritage or bush theme but they must be distinctly and undeniably Australian. Poems must have rhyme, rhythm and metre.  Poets must acknowledge other poets work and seek permission to use poems where possible.
7. Closing date to be guaranteed a place in heats will be March 23rd, 2012. Entry fee for performance events $5 for each event. Written event entry fee $10.
Rathdowney Heritage Festival Bush Poetry Competition Entry Form (send separate form for each section)       Name:.............................................................................Address:............................................................................................................................................Email................................   
Telephone: ....................................................... Mobile........................................................  Name of poem............................................................Author..............................................
               Section (Novice, Original, Traditional and Written)..............................................................        Please include entry fee of $5 for each performance event and $10 for written event.        Send all entries to RADAH P.O. Box 17 Rathdowney 4287 Q by March 23rd, 2012. 
