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THE LAST WORD FROM THE EDITOR 
Dear Members, 

... I ___ rh_a_n_k_�_o _u_,o_o_,_,r_c_ o_ntr_w_ui_o_r_s __ I 
p Whilst every editorial effort is made to avoid typographical errors in the 
newsletter, it remains the responsibility of contributors to ensure that their submissions are 
grammatically correct and the actual text crystal-clear. 

Trisha Anderson 
Kev Barnes 

Beth Vinecombe­
Bashford 

Gwen Bowtell 
Neil Carroll 
Jenny Carter 

Peter Chapman 
Noel Cutler 

Frank Daniel 
Joye Dempsey 
Wally Finch 
Bill Glasson 

Geoffrey Graham 
Janine Haig 

Zita Horton 
Keith Ireland 

Graeme Johnson 
Barb MacDerrnid 

Robert Raftrey 
Carmel Randle 

Anita Reed 
Greg Scott 
Ron Selby 

Olive Shooter 
Judiann Schultz 
Milton Taylor 

Ted & June Webber 
Coralie Welch 

Poetry will be printed exactly as received, with the exception of spelling errors, and 
punctuation, rhyme and scansion will not be altered in any way. In other words, poems will 
be (and are) printed exactly as you send them. 

Notices or advertisements promoting events should be fully informative, showing all 
details of the event and should be submitted as soon possible. You may think that the Editor 
is aware of an event, but I can assure you that is often not the case. Remember, your early 
advise will maximise the benefits that our newletter provides to the Bush Poetry fraternity. 

If reports or poetry is faxed, use large size print to maximise legibility. Your co­
operation and valued assistance re the above will, as they say ..... make my day. 

I would also like to draw your attention to my impending resignation as Editor of our 
newsletter. You will find details on page 2 of this issue. If you feel you may be able to help, 
I can assure you that every assistance will be given to anyone who may wish to accept this 
rewarding position. See you 'round the traps, � s�. &riiwi
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THE HOBNAILED BOOTS 
© 1999 Coralie Welch, Bray Park Q. 

His tired old feet rest quietly now 
Out where the grey owl hoots 

Through the tall gum trees the warm winds sough 
In the haunts of the bandicoots. 

Now the old man's free from all pursuits 
That warrant the wearing of the hobnailed boots. 

His wife sits quiet in the creaking chair 
On the porch in the hush of night 

And thinks of the years they laboured there 
As she rests in the stars dim light; 

The ways she has walked, the different routes 
With her steadfast man in his hobnailed boots. 

The lustrous sky is filled with stars 
And a boobook calls somewhere 

Creek waters ripple on smooth rock bars 
And she sees the shadows of the old gray mare, 

While a fiery earthbound comet shoots 
And lights up the shape of his hobnailed boots. 

With a cross to mark his place of rest 
He was buried neath tallow-woods tall. 

His sons from the city have no love for the West -
No yen for the bush at all. 

They make their living in cars and utes, 
Not for them the hobnailed boots. 

Those boots replaced the College shoes 
And the football boots he wore, 

The running shoes that could not lose 
And made his winning sure. 

But clearing land and grubbing roots 
For this he chose the hobnailed boots. 
So now now the future she must face 

Can she keep the Bank at bay? 
Is there any way to work the place 

And make the acres pay? 
Must she join the destitutes? 

Or can she don the hobnailed boots? 
She gave a fretful little sigh 
And went inside to sleep, 

It was hard for her to say good-bye, 
Loving dreams were very deep. 

Music of harps and sounds of flutes 
Now join the tempo of hobnailed boots. 

NEWS from NORTH PINE BUSH POETS' GROUP 

Home of the CAMP OVEN FESTIVAL - Fri. 20th - Sun. 22nd August 

In three years the North Pine Bush 
Poets group has proved to be a most 
successful starting ground for poets. This 
year's winner at Winton, Louise Dean, is 
still a member of our group even now that 
she is living at Karumba. Of course last 
year's Bronze Swagman winner Graham 
Fredriksen is one of our members and 
another well known member is Noel 
Stallard, while Wally Finch is a former 
member. Now our own Coralie Welch has 
been placed second in the Humorous Verse 
(female) Section of the Australian Bush 
Poetry Written Competition at Mulwala 
Murray Muster, and second for her 
collection of poems, "Down the Snowy and 
Other Verses' in the same event. 

It just shows what good training it 
is entertaining the customers at Dad and 
Dave's Billy Tea and Damper while John 
Coutts swings the billy. 

CAMP OVEN FESTIVAL 
This year the Camp Oven Festival 

will be held in the Country Music Hall at the 
North Pine Country Markets, just north of 
Brisbane, from Friday 20th - Sunday 22nd 
August. 

We are already receiving entries 
from the written competition for which there 
is a trophy and $150 First Prize. The Junior 
competition (17 years and under) has a First 
Prize of $50 and entries close for both on 
31st July. 

On the Friday afternoon of the 
Festival Bobby Miller will hold a workshop, 
and we plan to have an informal campfire on 
the Friday Night. 

The Junior, Novice, Original and 
Serious competitions will be held on the 
Saturday and there will be no fmals. 

On Saturday night we will share a 
camp oven dinner. Quality entertairunent 
will be provided by professional poets at our 

concert, followed by music and a bit of good 
old fashioned bush dancing led by an 
experienced bush dance caller, which you 
can join in or just sit back and relax. 

Sunday will be a day for humour. 
Have you ever been to the "Longyard" Hotel 
in Tamworth and wished you had a quarter 
of an hour to try to emulate those masters of 
humour with their anecdotes and jokes as 
well as their poems? 

Ten minutes was the longest time 
we could reasonably allocate, but here is a 
good chance to show how well you can 
entertain for that time. The first 25 entrants 
are guaranteed acceptance. 

The presentation of prizes will 
begin at approximately 2pm to assist those 
who wish make an early get-away, but the 
day will continue in a light-hearted vein with 
duos and yamspinning. Send for entry forms 
to Carol Stratford, P.O. Box 5105, 
Woodridge East, Q. 4114. 

Camping is available for $5.00 per 
site for the weekend. Also dormitory 
accommodation is available at the North 
Pine Lodge, surrounded by gum trees and 
overlooking Lake Kurwongbah. The cost is 
$9.50 per person per night and you need to 
provide your own sleeping bag or blankets, 
sheets and pillow. Meals will be available 
in the hall which is about 100 metres from 
the Lodge. Other accommodation is listed 
on our entry forms. 

It's going to be a lovely weekend 
with lots of fun as well as some excellent 

renditions of poetry. Hope to see you there. 
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Secretary. 

North Pine 

Bush Poets' 

Group. 

QUEENSLAND DAY CELEBRATIONS WANTED 

Queensland Day was celebrated on June 6th with local television Channel 7 hosting a "Picnic in the Park" at the 
City Botanical Gardens. Despite early morning showers, thousands turned out to enjoy sideshows, food, stage 
performances, and meet television personalities. 

"Poet's Corner", a new venue in 1998, was hosted by Sandy Thorne, and saw local Bush Poets join with TV host 
Jason (Rupert) McCall and Michael Caton, star of"The Castle". The 1998 Female Australian Bush Poetry 
Champion, Zita Horton performed on this stage, as did her nine year old daughter Kelsey. Carmel Randle, twice winner 
of the Bronze Swagman was also very well received while Wally Finch amused the crowd with his stirring renditions of 
the works of C. J. Dennis. Trish Anderson and Bill Hay rounded out the day, demonstrating the wide range of people 
interested in Performance Bush Poetry. 

Zita Horton needs 
words/author's name 
of "Bannerman of the 
Dandenongs". If you 
can help, please reply 
direct to 66 O'Grady 
Street, Mr. Gravatt, Q 
4122 or email to 
izhorton@hotbot.com 
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