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Vale
Kev Barnes

27th November 2001

Kev was born an bred in Brisbane,
Queensland. As a teenager he played
football and tennis and was a member
of the Queensland Surf Lifesavers on the
Gold Coast in the late 1950s.

In 1963 he joined the Army and after
twelve years with the Engineers he took
his discharge and went professional fish-
ing for a year in North Queensland. He
then travelled and worked throughout
Western Queensland, Northemn Territory,
and Northen New South Wales with
work ranging from goat farms to timber
camps, gold fields to cattle properties.

He began writing in 1985 while work-
ing on a cattle property near Haden, north
of Toowoomba on the Darling Downs.

In his later years an invalid pensioner,
he lived alone on his “little bit of Aus”
some 30 kms south west of Millmerran,
where he wrote his bush verse and would
welcome anyone with a hot (or cold)
brew and a poem or two. His life re-
volved around bush poetry, bush poets
and bush poetry events.

January 2002

BUSH POETRY
‘LEGEND’ DIES

One of Australia’s most respected bush
poets, Kev bames, known throughout the
country as “The Legend”, died this week
in Millmerran age 57.

Author of “Legendry Stuff’, acompilation
of his poetry, Kev wrote, performed,
Judged and organised bush poetry events
for the past 11 years . . .

The title “The Legend” was given to him
by a fellow bush poet early in his writing
career and just stuck and became his trade-
mark.

Toowoomba Chronicle, 30 November 2001

Rest
in
Peace
Kevin

Kev joined the Australian Bush Poets As-
sociation in mid 1996 and was given a lot
of advice and encouragement from his
friend and fellow bush bard, Gary Fogarty
who was the Inaugural A ustralian National
Champion Bush Poet in 1995.

Kev had his successes in both performance
and written bush poetry competitions in
Queensland and New South wales. He has
performed on stage in various places across
the Darling Downs and Brisbane, in ven-
ues from Rockhamprton in North Queens-
land to Bowravill on the Mid North Coast
of NSW and has judged both written and
performance competitions.

He was a regular performer at Ned Win-
ter’s Roo Retreat at Cecil Plains on
Queensland’s Darling Downs and at the
Yallambie Nursing Home in his chosen
home of Millmerran where he started a
Bush Poets Group and did workshops at
local schools.

Kev was well known for organising an
annual national bush poetry competition in
Millmerran for the last three years to raise
money for the Queensland Cancer Coun-
cil.

His book, “Legendry Stuff” was self-
published in September 1998 and he was
working on a tape.

His health didn’t allow him to get around
as much as he liked, but then again where
would he find the time? He wrote both
humourous and serios verse about this
country, dogs, fishing,and even Christmas
Dinner!

Kev always wrote for himself, and when
others found enjoyment in his poems he
felt it was a real bonus, true satisfaction.

That was
our mate
Kev Barnes . . ..

The Legend

He’ll be missed

Based on a biography
written by
Maureen Stonham
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PLEASE JOIN US

IF YOU LIKE WHAT YOU SEE

IF YOU BELIEVE IN OUR GOALS
AND WOULD LIKE TO HELP US ACHIEVE THEM
OR IF YOU JUST LIKE BUSH POETRY

The Australian Bush Poetry Association Inc. was formed at a meeting in January 1994 at the Tamworth CM Festival.
The purposes of our Association are to:

« Foster the publication of a Monthly Newsletter to keep members informed of coming events and past results
* Promote bush poetry as an art form in the entertainment field, both in the spoken word and as published verse.
* Encourage competitions both written and spoken.

Please complete this form and send it with payment to the Treasurer, Rosemary Baguley, 22/12 Taurus Rd Capalaba. Q. 4157.

Membership Form

(Photo copies of this form are welcome)

I wish to become a member of the Australian Bush Poets Association Inc. (Please use block letters)

N AME oo

HOME ADDRESS ----- —

POSTAL ADDRESS

SIGNATURE :

AMOUNT ENCLOSED -- Cheque/Cash/Other

Membership fees:

$25.00 Single, Family, or club member. Juniors $10.00 (Students to year 12).

NEW members joining after 1 July, 313.00 to the end of December. New members joining after 1 October receive up to 15 months
membership for the first year.

Our financial year is from 1 January to 31 December.



